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Free = user rights (control),  
social good (collaboration).

SFSCON promotes the use of 
Free Software in digital 
infrastructures as a tool to 
achieve greater innovation and 
competitiveness.

The Fediverse is a social 
movement that promotes digital 
autonomy.

It has aspects of both. 'Free' as in 
'having choices', while 'open' refers 
to the fact that it is based on open 
protocol ActivityPub which enables 
interoperability and is the opposite 
of locked-in platforms with no users 
rights.

Robert Martinez, CC BY-SA
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What do they have in common?

https://www.euractiv.com/news/international-criminal-court-to-ditch-microsoft-office-for-european-open-source-alternative/



Technology & politics 
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In today's world, technology has become increasingly intertwined with politics.

https://www.euractiv.com/news/international-criminal-court-to-ditch-microsoft-office-for-european-open-source-alternative/

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly2exvx944o

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c620l3y7ydro

https://www.techzine.eu/news/privacy-compliance/131996/microsoft-denies-having-suspended-any-services-to-icc/



Technology & politics 
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International law – Tariffs – Rare earths – Digital Service Act – Digital Markets Act – GDPR
  
TL:DR;
technology providers are pressured from politicans
technology oligopolies use political donations to exert their influence on governments

“Digital Sovereignty”   “Deregulation”  



Solution for Sovereignty? EuroStacks
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The EuroStack Industry Initiative
Euro-stack.eu
Buy European, Sell European, and 
Fund European

The EuroStack
Euro-stack.info
Bertelsmann Stifung 
and Mercator

The EuroStack Directory Project
Euro-stack.com 
Stefane Fermigier 



Quiz
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The EU Commission claims that we need to reduce our common dependence on non-
European tech companies and therefore strengthen European stacks.

Why ? 

A: So that EU Commission can better enforce its existing legislation, including GDPR, 
DSA and DMA for all European customers, voters and inhabitants ?

B: So that the EC can trade digital legislation and the protection interests of the 
European resident population for low tariffs on the automotive and automotive supply 
industries in the name of deregulation ? 

C: To redistribute European taxpayers' money for the private profit of European 
industrial players and call it digital sovereignty ?



  

 Who sits at the table ?
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https://bmds.bund.de/aktuelles/eu-summit/programm/programm

https://bmds.bund.de/aktuelles/eu-summit/side-events-overview



  

Public interest infrastructure 
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London, Public transport, 1863 Vienna, Water infrastructure, 1873



  

Public interest digital infrastructure 

In the 21st century: 
Digital space is part of our shared infrastructure!
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If public money will be spend, public interest 
digital infrastructure needs to be funded 
– as well!



  

 Digital Commons in the EU 
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DC-EDIC: Digital Commons European Digital Infrastructure Consortium 

Digital commons refers to
 
- shared digital resources - such as software, knowledge, data, and cultural content - 
- that are collectively produced and governed by a community and intended for public use. 

These commons are distinguished by 
- open access, participatory management, and licensing practices 
- that preserve reuse and redistribution. 

Digital commons play a vital role in areas such as education, research, software development, 
and civic engagement. 



  

Building blocks of 
public interest digital infrastructure

● Hardware
● Operating system
● Free and Open Software
● Means of communication
● Knowledge infrastructure
● Interoperable social networks
● …...
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We need more people and voices!

I. get engaged

II. exchange ideas and 
demands for free software & 
free digital social spaces

III. repeat them as often as 
possible

Then we will have a chance to 
be heard! 
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Fediverse Advocats, European parliament



  

Fediverse and political demands
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#FediFund: We need Money € 
National levels and European 
Union (MFF)

Following the example of the 
German Sovereign Tech Agency, 
the Fediverse in Germany 
should be funded with a 

Fediverse Fund of 30 million 
euros per year 

from the national budget. 

7th of November 2025     SFSCon                     Bozen / Bolzano



  

Establish legal certainty in the 
area of non-profit status
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§

https://fedidb.com/

FOSS is largely supported by 
volunteers and has not yet 
received sufficient social, 
legal and funding recognition 
even though it develops and 
operates a widely used digital 
commons 
(digital sovereignty, security, 
reusability, cost efficiency for 
the state, schools, civil 
society and the economy). 

These activities must 
therefore be reliably 
recognised as charitable. 



  

+1 Principle (Ralf Stockmann, 2024)

Public (funded) institutions, like political bodies, authorities and adminstrations, universities, 
libraries, public broadcasting and others 

shall be obliged to 

invest at least the same amount of financial and structural resources in the production and 
distribution of content for these open digital platforms. 
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Decentralised, interoperable  
cross-sector, multilingual 
European media platform 
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TL:DR;  🤝
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To realize the vision of a truly digital commons in the 
European Union 

– one built on openness, participation, and resilience – 

we need the active support of public institutions, 
civil society, and developers  

for the Fediverse.   



  

We can win this together!  ✨

Let us
● talk & get to know each other,  💬
● make the most of this window of opportunity,
● exchange ideas and be strong together, 
● and have fun doing it. 🎉
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