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Why Free Software needs 
secured long-term funding



Free Software Foundation Europe is a charity 

that empowers users to control technology.
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can be analysed by anyone.

Use
The software can be
used for any purpose
without restrictions.

What is Free Software

§§



Improve
The software can be 

modified by you or others to 
give back to the community.

Share
The software can be

shared without limitations.
The price doesn’t matter.

Study
The software and its code 

can be analysed by anyone.

Use
The software can be
used for any purpose
without restrictions.
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Why

● Digital sovereignty
● Following EU law
● EU SME
● Fostering innovation
● No vendor lock-in
● Solutions tailored to the needs
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Status Quo

● Pilot projects (FOSSA; FOSSA2)
● NGI funding; Free Software funding cut
● OSPO / OS Strategy (no fund)
● Member States initiatives (Sovereign Tech 

Agency; stacks, code repositories)
● CRA (Stewards, Attestation)
● Interoperable Europe Act
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Next?

● CRA (Stewards, Attestation)
● Procurement
● Budgets EU and Member States
● Digital Europe
● Stack debate
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Criteria

● Stimulate, not subsidise
● Citizen and administrations but also markets 

should benefit (security, core infrastructure, 
participation, following EU law, administrative 
tasks, innovation)

● Strengthening control – use, study, share, 
modify



PMPC

● Not only funds but procurement
● Public money? Public Code!
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Market

● Not only public money – also private 
money

● Nutri-Score for Free Software support
● 1% giving
● Funds
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Help us – Our work

● Outreach together with community – join 
our activities and our call for PMPC and 
funding for software freedom

● Support us that we can take part in 
● meetings with decision makers
● public talks and panel discussions
● media activities
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